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Inside the Raitrforest,
Over half of the world’s animals are found in rainforests. There are over fifty million
different species of animal found there. The plants and animals of the rainforest rely
on each other. If one were to become extinct, this would lead to several others

becoming endangered also. The rainforest is made up of different layers.

The Emergent layer is the layer of
trees that stand out above the canopy
This layer gets lots of sunlight.

The Canopy layer is like an umbrella
over the forest below. Many animals live
here.

The harpy eagle hunts high in the
Tre Understorey s ten to rainforest searching for food. It is
fifteen metres tall It is dorker in Fhclythe largest eagles JoREY
this lower part of the rainforest

A48 88 IILITTY

Blue morpho
Spider monkeys are
4 ) butterflies drink the
active all day, climbing and d B o roning s
They hang from
leaves at night.
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The Forest floor is a
warm, damp and dark
place. Lots of animals

live here, especially
insects.

Anacondas live in the
swamps and rivers of
the rainforest. They can Howler monkeys are

also cimb trees. noisy animals. _Their
roars can be heard
from 16km away!

Ants are the most
common  animal  found
in the rainforest. They
can carmy up to fity

times their body weight ‘
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Rainforests contain plants that are used to create medicine. One quarter of the
medicine in the world comes

from rainforests. The people who live in the rainforest

have a great knowledge of the natural medicines that grow in the rainforest.

Sloths sleep for ffteen hours
a day. Even when awake,
they are not very active.

They move so slowly that o
green plant called algae
grows on their fur.

Macaws are bright-coloured

Q« .‘_\ birds that love to eat Brazil nuts
- and figs fresh from the rees.
N

= W
»

4

A\

B ( Bats come out at night time
Fruit bats search for food by
sight and smell. Some bats eat
insects and find their prey by

using echoes. &

yed tree frogs
PTG
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They move so slowly that a
green plant called algae
grows on their fur

Red-eyed tree frogs
have red eyes to scare
away enemies, and sticky
feet to help them to stay
attached to trees.

Toucans hop from tree
10 tree in the rainforest.
They use their long
beaks to eat fruif,
insects and tree frogs

Jaguars live in dens and
coves. During the day, they 08
sleep up high in a tree after o I8
long night's hunting.

Iguanas camouflage
themselves in the trees so
that they cannot be seen.

{2,
) e .

Make a st of rainforet products that
are in your home or school

Web Watch!

Unscramble the rainforest words af

i) /Wi funbicin.com) Cg-bin/scrcgi7Al =sA2=rainforest
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People of the Rairforest,

People have lived in the rainforest for thousands of
years, in harmony with the environment around
them. The people who live in the rainforests are
known as indigenous people. Many people have lost
their homes because of the destruction of rainforests.

The people of the rainforest are expert hunters and
gatherers. They hunt with spears, bows and arrows
or poisoned darts. They also fish in the rivers in
dugout canoes. They clear small patches of land
near their homes to grow crops such as manioc,
maize, sweet potatoes, bananas and nuts.

Homes

is a vegetable

eaten by people lving in
the rainforest (indigenous
people).

People of the rainforest build their homes using the materials that they find in
their environment. Look at these photographs of their homes. The Yanomamo
tribe of the Amazon live in a large house called a maloca. Several different
families share this home. Some rainforest people live in houses built on stils

How do these homes compare to your home? How are these homes s

living in the rainforest?

d to
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Homes

People of the rainforest build their homes using the materials that they find in
their environment. Look at these photographs of their homes. The Yanomamo
tribe of the Amazon live in a large house called a maloca. Several different
families share this home. Some rainforest people live in houses built on stils
How do these homes compare to your home? How are these homes suited to
living in the rainforest?

Shemmem

The shaman is the most important person in the village. He or she s the person
to whom the people go if they need medicine or advice. The Kayapo people of
the Amazon paint their faces and bodies to celebrate special festivals
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Rainforests once covered 14% of our planet. Now they cover only 6%. Every
day, over 80,000 hectares of rainforest are destroyed. They are cut down for
timber and fuel and to clear land for cattle to graze on. The cutting down of
the rainforest s called logging. Logging destroys the homes of many animals
in the rainforest. Loggers destroy large areas of rainforest to reach a few trees
Rainforests could be destroyed in our lifetime if something is not done about
it. Every day, 130 species of plants, animals and insects are becoming extinct.





image13.png
Rainforests are often called the ‘lungs
of our planet’ The trees in the
rainforest take in carbon dioxide from
the air and give out oxygen, which we
need to breathe. Cutting down trees in
the rainforest means that there are
fewer trees to take in carbon dioxide.
This could make the Earth hotter ond
could damage living. things on our
planet.
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What con I oo {o help?
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Get
Writing!
You could write
letters to presidents
of organisations and
companies that endanger

the rainforests.

Use
Less Paper
Paper comes from
trees, 5o using less paper
saves more trees from the
rainforest. Use both sides
of paper, recycle paper
‘and use recycled
paper.
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Use
Less Plastic
Plastic comes from
the oil of trees. Use
glass instead of using
plastic. You could also
reuse your plastic
bottles
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Plant
aTree
You could plant a tree
in your school grounds
or at home. Trees keep
our air clean. They
provide shelter and are
homes to animals.
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Question Time

What is a rainforest?

‘Where are rainforests located?

Name three animals that live in the rainforest.

Name the different layers of the rainforest.

Which animal is the most common in the rainforest?
How have animals adapted to lving in the rainforest?
Who s the shaman?

Why are rainforests important to our plonet?

How can we help to protect the rainforests of the world?
10 What is fair trade?

SCuNSOLRUN—
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You have been invited to go on an exciting adventure,
visiting the rainforest. Working in small groups, prepare

for your trip. What will you pack? With your group, |
discuss the items that you think will be needed in the
rainforest.

® What type of luggage will you use?

® What will the weather be like?
® What clothes will you need? -
® What important things must you bring with you? el
® What, do you think, is the most important item to )

pack for your trip? T
= What item would you not be able to survive

without?

Draw a picture of your luggage and the items that you have
chosen to bring with you
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The Amazing Rainforest
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Rainforests are thick forests that are hot and wet. Most rainforests are found near
the Equator. The Equator is an imaginary line that runs around the centre of the
Earth. Reinforests are important to everyone on the planet. The Amazon is the
largest rainforest in the world. It is located in South America
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1 Where are the rainforests located?

2 Why, do you think, are they located here?

3 What is the largest rainforest in the world?

% Name three rainforests found in the world

5 Use your atlas to help you to locate what countries
they are found in.
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Web Watch!

Investigate e rainforests ot
hiip/ian.orgirainforestheroes/

Take @ guided four of a rainfores! ot
hiip://www.ainforestconcern.org fouric_guide.him





